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Abstract:
Language Learning Strategy Use at the School of Foreign Languages of the Eastern Mediterranean University
Nadir Owda, Zaid
MA program in English Language Teaching

Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Kurt

June, 2006, 179 Pages
This research reports on a survey of the language learning strategies used by a group of university students (n = 1326) who were studying English as a second language at the school of foreign languages (SFL) of the Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) in North Cyprus which is a Turkish-speaking country. The study aimed at investigating levels of strategy use among the group, and to examine levels of association between strategy use and success in L2 learning. This goal was achieved by applying the Strategy-based teaching on an experiment group of students. 
The SILL questionnaire (Strategies Inventory of Language Learning) by Oxford (1990, pp. 293-300) was used. SILL consists of six categories of strategies: memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive, affective, and social. This research takes into consideration the variables of level, age, sex, nationality, pre-university education, and the student attitude towards English language learning. In other words, the study shows how the mentioned factors influence the use of language learning strategies.
The results show that social and metacognitive strategies were the most used, while affective and memory strategies were the least used. Significant differences were found between the learners in the frequency of strategy use. Advanced, older and more successful students with a positive attitude use the language learning strategies more frequently. Female language learners are found to exceed the males in the frequency of using the strategies. In addition, those learners who have received help on how to study have shown more frequent use of the strategies. Moreover, the students from Turkey were found to employ the strategies the least in comparison to students from North Cyprus and from other nationalities. The success and comparatively high scores of the students who were in the experiment group proved that integrating strategy teaching in the curriculum is very fruitful. The study concludes with recommendations on how to integrate the language learning strategies into teacher training, curriculum and classroom practice.
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